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Outline
• The growth of international education in Australia

• The  Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) legislation

• Implementing the legislative requirements

• The role of government in university management 



The Growth of International Education in Australia
• Australia

• South Australia

• UniSA



No. Country 2007 2008 Growth 
2007-08

1 China 8,140 9,519 16.9%
2 India 2,662 4,725 77.5%
3 Malaysia 2,108 2,250 8.0%

Top 3 source countries for South Australia

(Source: Education Adelaide, March 2009)



(Source: Planning & Assurance Services, UniSA, March 2009)
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(Source: Planning & Assurance Services, UniSA, March 2009)

Singapore
Hong Kong
Malaysia
China
India



The Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) 
Legislation

Objectives
1. Establish and safeguard Australia’s reputation

2. Protect the interests of international students

3. Maintain the integrity of the student visa programme

4. Support the effective administration of the legislation



Implementing the ESOS requirements at UniSA

1. Safeguarding  Australia’s reputation
Standard 1:  Marketing information and practices

Standard 2:  Student engagement before enrolment

Standard 3:  Formalisation of enrolment

Standard 4:  Education agents



Implementing the ESOS Requirements at UniSA

2.  Protecting the interests of international students
Standard 5:   Younger students

Standard 6:   Student support services

Standard 7:   Transfer between registered providers

Standard 8:   Complaints and appeals



(Source: The Australian Higher Education Supplement, 6 February 2008)



Implementing the ESOS Requirements at UniSA

3. Maintaining the integrity of the student visa programme
Standard 9:   Completion within the expected duration of study

Standard 10:  Monitoring student progress

Standard 11:  Monitoring attendance

Standard 12:  Recognising credit

Standard 13:  Deferring, suspending or cancelling the student’s 
enrolment



The Role of Government in University Management 
• The current policy environment

• The impact on universities

• Erosion of institutional autonomy

• Financial and market constraints

• Cost of implementation



Conclusion 
• The Rudd Labor government 

- a new policy environment or more of the same?

• Review of Higher Education and other initiatives 
(announced 13 March 2008)
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